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HONORING KELLY CRAVEN 

HON. PAUL D. RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, it was 
thanks to an incredible stoke of good luck that, 
when I became speaker, I inherited an excep-
tionally talented director of House operations: 
the one and only Kelly Craven. I don’t know 
what I would have done without her. First of 
all, she knows every nook and cranny of the 
building, which came in handy when she 
oversaw the first renovation of the Capitol 
dome in over 50 years. But more important 
than that, she seems to know every single 
person who works here. From working closely 
with House officers to helping up-and-coming 
staffers find the right job, she treats everyone 
with the same kindhearted respect—and she 
has a tireless work ethic to boot. 

But it shouldn’t have been a surprise. Kelly 
has worked long and hard at building up this 
institution into the House we know and love. 
She started as a chief of staff to Rep. Steve 
Buyer and later served as deputy staff director 
of the House Veterans Affairs committee. She 
then became assistant director of the House 
Office of Interparliamentary Affairs and after 
that, staff director of the House Administration 
Committee. She rose through the ranks and 
it’s not hard to see why. Kelly is simply first- 
rate. I know she also once served as a deputy 
assistant secretary of the Air Force—which is 
in and of itself an impressive achievement. But 
thanks to her many years of dedication to the 
House of Representatives, we’re claiming her 
as the legislative branch’s own. You might say 
we consider her congressional timber. 

It is hard to say goodbye to such a wonder-
ful member of our team, but all of us know 
Kelly will continue her legacy of public service 
in the next chapter of her life. We wish her all 
the best, and on behalf of the members and 
staff, we extend our many heartfelt thanks to 
the great Kelly Craven. 

f 

THE MOST TRUSTED NEWSMAN IN 
HOUSTON: DAVE WARD 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Dave Ward 
is your father, brother, trusted friend. If you’re 
from Houston, he’s been with you most, if not 
all, of your life. He’s the person the city turns 
to when they need straight talk, or when they 
want the no-spin facts, in times of national 
tragedy, or when they want to relish the suc-
cess of the country’s most diverse city. The 
longest running TV anchor in history will close 
his last 6 pm newscast on KTRK Channel 13 
tomorrow. He will move on from the only TV 
station he’s ever worked for and he’s still at 
the top of his game. 

This year he marked the 50th anniversary of 
his first day on the job at KTRK Channel 13. 
It’s the longest run at the same TV station, ac-
cording to Guinness World Records. He ar-
rived at Channel 13 in the 1960s and took the 
station from third place to the top of the rat-
ings into the 70s and beyond for the next 45 
years. Dave joined KTRK–TV in 1966 as an 
on-the-street reporter and photographer. The 
next year he was assigned to anchor Channel 
13’s weekday 7 am newscast. In 1968, Dave 
was assigned to anchor the weekday 6 pm 
and 10 pm newscasts where he has remained 
one of Houston’s most experienced news pro-
fessionals. 

Born in Dallas and raised in Huntsville, 
Dave’s broadcast career began in radio with 
KGKB in Tyler. Then to WACO radio in Waco, 
Texas, then a stop in Houston and KNUZ/ 
KQUE. He started out as a reporter known for 
his grit and determination and for talking di-
rectly to Houstonians to see what they’re 
thinking. 

During his career with 13 Eyewitness News, 
Dave has reported on everything from presi-
dential elections to space walks, and even the 
Vietnam Peace Talks. He’s covered fires, ex-
plosions, earthquakes, floods, and hurricanes 
throughout Texas and the region. He’s inter-
viewed heads of state and traveled to Mexico, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, Nicaragua, 
and Colombia on numerous stories. He’s also 
covered several national political conventions 
and worked extensively with NASA on Mer-
cury, Gemini, Apollo and shuttle missions. 
Dave also landed a special one-on-one inter-
view with President Barack Obama. In 2007, 
Dave was awarded an Emmy and the pres-
tigious Lifetime Achievement Award in Broad-
cast Emmys presented by the Lone Star 
Chapter of the National Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences. 

In addition to his extraordinary broadcast 
career, I will always remember Dave for his 
role in the establishment of Houston Crime 
Stoppers, which has become the model of ex-
cellence for similar programs across the na-
tion. As a judge on the bench during this time, 
I remember his iconic tagline, ‘‘Crime Stoppers 
will pay a one thousand dollar cash reward 
this week for information leading to the arrest 
and grand jury indictment of the person re-
sponsible’’ and that it led to thousands of tips 
coming into the Crime Stoppers hotline, hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in rewards, and 
millions in recovered property. Just a day after 
celebrating his 50th anniversary on air, the 
first-in-the-nation Dave Ward Crime Stoppers 
Headquarters broke ground in Houston. The 
new facility will be the cornerstone of Hous-
ton’s first Public Safety and Crime Prevention 
Block. 

When asked to reflect on his career, Dave 
told his colleagues at KTRK, ‘‘I am very proud 
of my work here at Channel 13 over the past 
50 years. I will always cherish having wit-
nessed firsthand the transformation of this 
great city,’’ said Mr. Ward. ‘‘I leave Channel 
13 with a lifetime’s worth of memories, having 
reported on some of Houston’s greatest mo-

ments of triumph and tragedy, including the 
Moon landing in 1969, the first and last space 
shuttle launches and many in between, and 
the recovery efforts following Hurricane Ike in 
2008. I would like to extend my heartfelt ap-
preciation to my loyal viewers, my friends, 
without whom my extensive career would not 
have been possible. My 50 year tenure at 
Channel 13 represents the hallmark of my ca-
reer, and I look forward to the next chapter.’’ 

We look forward to Dave’s next chapter too. 
Today in his trademark down-to-earth style, 
we will hear Dave begin the 6 pm newscast 
with ‘‘Good evening, friends,’’ for the last time. 
We will say goodnight to the most trusted 
newsman in Houston. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

CELEBRATING INDIANA’S 
BICENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the State of Indiana’s Bicen-
tennial Anniversary. 200 years ago, on De-
cember 11, 1816, our great state was admit-
ted to be a part of the United States of Amer-
ica, and I am so proud to call Indiana and its 
Northwest region my home. 

I believe that Northwest Indiana is the best 
place in the world to live, work, visit, study, 
and raise a family, and it is an honor and privi-
lege to represent this area on the 200th Birth-
day of our state. I also want to thank my Indi-
ana colleagues for establishing the time today 
to discuss this historic event. It is always a 
privilege to be able to work with you, along 
with Senator COATS and Senator DONNELLY, 
on behalf of the issues that impact our great 
state. 

Our state and our region have a rich history 
in agriculture production, and in addition to the 
value of Indiana land, I believe that people 
have been drawn to Northwest Indiana be-
cause of the pristine beauty of our lakeshore 
and the Lake Michigan water. We are so fortu-
nate to be situated along the largest body of 
fresh water on the planet. For 200 years, our 
shoreline has been an invaluable natural asset 
that has attracted people and has driven eco-
nomic opportunities, and I have no doubt that 
it will continue to do so for the next 200 years 
and beyond. 

We also are fortunate that over a hundred 
years ago, businesses saw the value in the 
Northwest region of Indiana and decided to 
make investments to create unprecedented 
steel mills and oil refineries. It is because of 
these investments in Northwest Indiana that 
our steelworkers and steel mills are able to 
currently make the best and most efficient 
steel in the world. No other area of our coun-
try makes more steel than Northwest Indiana. 
Steel is the foundation of our economy, our 
national defense, and is essential for our 
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transportation infrastructure. It has been an 
economic engine for our state this past cen-
tury and we must continue to work to see that 
our industrial base and Indiana manufacturing 
continue to power us forward in future cen-
turies. 

Finally, I am proud of all the hardworking 
people in Northwest Indiana and our state and 
the contributions that they have provided to 
our nation over the past 200 years. They have 
built transportation infrastructure in our state 
that connects rail, road, and waterway sys-
tems that traverse our nation. Our airports and 
ports along Lake Michigan serve as gateways 
to connect people and economic activity within 
our state to the rest of the world. Our Indiana 
National Guard servicemembers have also 
selflessly protected us every day of our past 
200 years, including during the Civil War and 
the over 17,000 servicemembers who have 
been deployed overseas since September 11, 
2001. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me now in cele-
brating the vibrant history of Indiana’s steel 
and manufacturing industries, our unparalleled 
natural resources, and our industrious and 
courageous people, by wishing Indiana a very 
happy 200th Birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SHERIFF GARY S. 
BORDERS 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with sincere appreciation that I recognize Lake 
County Sheriff Gary S. Borders for his leader-
ship and service to Lake County. After more 
than 36 years of service, Sheriff Borders will 
retire at the end of his term in January. 

Sheriff Borders began his law enforcement 
career with the Osceola County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in 1980, and received his Corrections Offi-
cer Certification through the Criminal Justice 
Standards and Training Commission one year 
later. At the age of 24, he was selected as the 
Assistant Jail Administrator. 

Sheriff Borders came to the Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office in 1989 where he served as 
the Major and Chief Deputy in the Criminal 
Justice Operations Bureau until he was ap-
pointed Sheriff of Lake County in 2006 by 
Governor Bush. During his tenure, Sheriff Bor-
ders developed the agency’s first cybercrimes 
unit and street crimes unit. The agency be-
came accredited for the first time in 2007, and 
has subsequently been awarded re-accredita-
tions. 

Sheriff Borders has been a dedicated serv-
ant to our community throughout his 36-year 
law enforcement career. Sheriff Borders’ re-
markable service has also been recognized on 
the state level. He was honored as the 2008 
Florida DARE Sheriff of the Year, Golden 
Eagle Honoree by the Boy Scouts of America 
Central Florida Council, and the 2010 Lake 
County Community Service Award in 2010. He 
volunteers on several boards including the 
Lake-Sumter Community College Foundation, 
Educational Foundation of Lake County, 
Crimeline Board of Directors, United Way 
Board of Directors, and Institute of Public 
Safety Advisory Board. 

I am honored to recognize Sheriff Borders, 
and thank him for his hard work and many 
contributions to the Central Florida community. 
His commitment to excellence, leadership and 
service is to be admired, and may it inspire 
others to follow in his footsteps. My sincerest 
wishes and congratulations to Sheriff Borders 
and his family on his retirement. 

f 

HONORING 2017 RHODES SCHOLAR 
LAUREN JACKSON 

HON. J. FRENCH HILL 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Lauren Jackson, who became one of 32 
American students to be named as a 2017 
Rhodes Scholar to the University of Oxford in 
England. 

A 2013 graduate of Pulaski Academy in Lit-
tle Rock, Lauren became the first Arkansan to 
be named a Rhodes Scholar since 2003. 

She received a full merit scholarship to the 
University of Virginia (UVA) and a $20,000 
Jefferson Public Citizens research grant to 
study post-traumatic stress syndrome in post- 
genocide Rwanda. 

Currently a senior at the University of Vir-
ginia, Lauren is completing a bachelor’s de-
gree in political and social thought with the 
plan to pursue master’s degrees in both global 
governance and diplomacy and refugee and 
forced migration studies at Oxford. 

While at the University of Virginia, Lauren 
has been on track to pursue her goal of a ca-
reer in journalism, writing as a columnist for 
the Cavalier Daily while serving as creative di-
rector for V Magazine and president of the 
Latter-Day Saint Student Association. 

On behalf of all Arkansans, congratulations, 
and we look forward to following your contin-
ued success. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RONALD LYNN 

HON. DINA TITUS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Ronald L. Lynn and commend him 
on 35 years of service to the State of Nevada 
as Director and Chief Building and Fire Official 
of the Clark County Department of Building 
and Fire Prevention. Mr. Lynn retired from his 
post on August 5, 2016, after serving the 
greater Las Vegas area since 1981. 

Mr. Lynn’s professional accomplishments 
range from local to international. He has 
served in multiple roles at the International 
Code Council (ICC), including President of the 
Board of Directors and Chair of the Major Ju-
risdiction Committee which represents the in-
terests of cities and enforcement agencies 
throughout the country. 

Mr. Lynn also served as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the International Accredi-
tation Service and is currently on the Board of 
Managers for the International Evaluation 
Services, both subsidiaries of the ICC. 

In addition, he serves as chairman of mul-
tiple organizations: the McCarran Airport Haz-

ards Area Board of Adjustment; the Nevada 
Earthquake Safety Council; and the Western 
States Seismic Policy Council’s Architecture, 
Engineering and Construction Committee. He 
is a member of the Nevada Hazard Mitigation 
Planning Committee and the Nevada Bureau 
of Mines & Geology Advisory Committee. Mr. 
Lynn was also appointed to the National 
Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program 
(NEHRP) Advisory Committee on Earthquake 
Hazards Reduction (ACEHR) by the National 
Institute of Standards & Technology. The con-
gressionally authorized National Institute of 
Building Sciences has also appointed him to 
the Building Seismic Safety Council. 

In 2009, Mr. Lynn was recognized by the 
United States Congress for his contributions to 
the building safety community; and in 2010, he 
received a U.S. Senate commendation for his 
commitment to building safety, energy con-
servation, and emergency response. Addition-
ally, Governor Brian Sandoval of Nevada de-
clared December 9, 2010, as Ronald L. Lynn 
Day. 

In 2012, Mr. Lynn received the Ron H. 
Brown Standards Leadership Award, named 
after the late Secretary of Commerce, in rec-
ognition of his commitment to the U.S. stand-
ardization system and conformity assessment 
community. He was the first code official to re-
ceive this award. As an active contributor to 
the development of national voluntary con-
sensus codes and systems and as a leader in 
the construction industry, Mr. Lynn helped pro-
mote the important role of standardization in 
international trade agreements. 

In 2014, Mr. Lynn received the Community 
Achievement Award from the Asian American 
Group (AAG), the Government Person of the 
Year Award from the International Association 
of Plumbing & Mechanical Officials (IAPMO), 
and the Western States Seismic Policy Coun-
cil Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2015 he 
received the International Code Council’s high-
est award, the prestigious Bobby J. Fowler 
Award, for his career spent leading the build-
ing safety industry. 

I am proud to recognize this exceptional Ne-
vadan and thank him for his commitment to 
the people of Nevada and the entire United 
States. I first met Ron through my father Joe 
Titus who was Director of Building and Safety 
for the City of Henderson, Nevada, and often 
heard him testify on important safety issues 
during my time in the State Senate. I wish him 
and his wife, Denise, all the best in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

HONORING CHARLIE BARRA 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise with my 
colleague Congressman MIKE THOMPSON 
today in recognition of Charlie Barra and his 
exceptional community service on the occa-
sion of his 90th birthday on December 12, 
2016. 

Born in Calpella, California in 1926 to Italian 
immigrants, both from generational wine grow-
ing families, Charlie Barra and his two broth-
ers spent their young teen years working in 
their father Antonio’s vineyard. In 1945, when 
Charlie was a junior in high school, he leased 
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